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Qungur massif: climbing history This massif, on the eastern edge of the
Pamirs, contains not only the highest mountain in China, Qungur II, or
Qungur Tagh (25,325 ft, 7719 m), but also the highest summit ever reached
by a woman, Qungur I, or Qungur Tjube Tagh (24,918 ft, 7595 m). There is
a map in the World Atlas of Mountaineering (Noyce and McMorrin), p 13I.

Its climbing history is noteworthy for the confusion and misunderstandings
that have arisen. Credit must go to Sir Clarmont Skrine for the discovery in
the early 20S that the massif contains these two very high mountains (Geo
graphical Journal, 66 385-409). Unfortunately, it turned out that Qungur II
proved to be the higher peak. Further confusion arose from the various
spellings of Qungur (Kongur, Kungur) which have been used by later writers,
and the various heights assigned to the two peaks. As long ago as 1925, however
the spelling of Qungur was adopted by the Royal Geographical Society.

Qungur I was climbed by a Russo-Chinese expedition under K. Kuzmin on
16 August 1956, six Russian and two Chinese climbers reaching the summit.
We are not aware of any detailed account of the climb, but Alpinismus,
September 1966, p 28 has two photographs of the mountain, one showing the
route followed. On 13 June 1961 two Tibetan women, members of a Chinese
Tibetan Women's expedition, also reached the summit of Qungur I (see S.A.C.
Bulletin, I96I 157). So far as we know, Qungur II is still unclimbed.

Australia
Summary 1969 The Australian Andean Expedition, mistaking hepatitis for
altitude sickness, kept on and successfully ascended nineteen peaks in the


